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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA
COMMENCEMENT CONVOCATION
1999 Spring Commencement
Tampa/ Lakeland: Saturday, May 1
St. Petersburg: Sunday, May 2
Sarasota: Friday, May 7

ageantry, honor and celebration are timeless elements of the
university's commenceme nt ceremonies, highlighted this
year by the unveiling of the University of South Florida's
new Mace. Designed, crafted and supervised by Han ison Covington,
Dean Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of the College of Fine Arts,
the new Mace serves as a symbol of the growth and prosperity of
the university and the incorporation of former practices with new
traditions.
At the request of the university's Faculty Senate, the creation
of a new mace staited in 1998. The tradition of the mace can be
dated to Middle Ages kings, whose bodyguards would use a mace
as an element of protection. It came to symbolize strength and
authority. Gradually universities adopted the use of a mace to
show the right of academic institutions to grant degrees to
graduates.
Designs of academic maces va1y tremendously, but usually
consist of a shaft topped with a large ornament representing the
symbols of that institution's traditions and histo1y.
From the top of the wooden spire's blazing gold pinecone to
the bottom of the mahogany staff, the Mace stands as an example
of the university's strengths and those of the graduates. The gold
pinecone represents growth and continuity. Eight silver semicircles
surport structures for the pinecone and stand for the eight colleges
within the university in existence when the mace was commissioned.
A globe is formed of the eight semicircles, symbolizing the globe
in the University of South Florida Seal. The university's seal is
mounted to both sides of a silver disc, to be visible from all
directions. It is supported by sun rays representing the Sunshine
State and the original rising sun design which is part of the
university seal.
In accordance with the State Legislature's mission for state
universities, "Teaching-Research-Service" is inscribed on a band

P

w hich sunounds two circular silver shapes as pa1t of the upper
silver globe.
The Mace, designed to be handled with honor, contains two
pairs of hand grips which allows one side of the seal to always face
the front when it is passed to another receiver. The Mace is
displayed vertically at all times.
When not in use during commencement ceremonies or other
university official functions, the Mace is kept and displayed in the
President's office and maintained by the staff of the university's
Contempora1y Art Museum.
Unveiling the new Mace will give this year's commencement
ceremonies not only the solemn celebration of passed years, but
a touch of new traditions, and will serve as a symbol of the time
each graduate has committed to his/her academic success.

The Ceremonial Mace Subcommittee of the
Commencement and Convocation Committee of
the Faculty Senate:
Professor Christine Probes
Professor Maryanne Rouse
Professor Janet Moore
Professor Georg Kleine
Jennifer O'Flanne1y

Technical Assistance and Advice:
Eric Vontillius, USF Graphicstudio
Bruce Marsh , USF Art Department
Bill Robinson, USF Art Department
Irineo Cabre ros, USF Art Department
George Levy, George A. Levy Inc., Tampa
Fred Fox, Fox Dental Laborato1y, Tampa
Geof Pyle, Art Tech Casting, Scottsville, New York
Carroll Robbins, Tampa
John Coker, Associate Dean, College of Fine Arts
Hank Hine, Director, Graphicstudio

Project Coordinator:
Vincent Ahern, USF Coordinator of Public Art
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The Symbols of Learning
odern academic regalia evolved from the kinds of apparel worn by monks and students in the 11th and 12th centuries to keep
warm in the medieval castles and halls in which they studied . Academic life as we know it today began in the Middle Ages
- first in the church, then in the guilds. The teaching guild was the Guild of the Master of Arts, and the Bachelor was the
apprentice of the Master. Their dress was the outward sign of stature and responsibility. Academic regalia was thus a visible manifestation
- in color, pattern and design- that unified those of common discipline and like purpose. In later centuries, to preserve the regalia's
dignity and meaning, universities set rules of academic dress. American universities agreed on a definite system in 1895, establishing
a code of approved attire. In 1932, the American Council on Education revised this code, which, for the most part, governs the style
of academic dress today. The principal features of academic dress are three: the gown, the cap and the hood.
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TilE HOOD- The hoods are lined with the official colors of the
institution confening the degree. They are edged and bound with
velvet of the color appropriate for the degree. At USF, the lining
of the hood is green with a gold chevron, representing the
university's colors. Among the t.Iimming colors of hoods wom by
our faculty today are:
• Apricot - Nursing
• Blue (Dark) - Philosophy
• Blue (Light) - Education
• Blue (Peacock) - Public Administration
• Brown - Fine Arts
• CitJ·on - Social Work/ Criminology/ Rehab. Counseling
• Crimson - journalism/Communication
• Drab - Business
• Golden Yellow - Science
• Green - Medicine
• Lemon Yellow- Library Science
• Orange - Engineering
• Pink- Music
• Salmon - Public Health
• Scarlet - Theology
• Violet - Architecture
• White - Arts and Letters

THE GOWN- The gown has become symbolic of the democracy
of scholarship, for it completely covers any dress of rank or social
standing. The sleeves of the gown indicate the level of the degree
held by the wearer. A long, pointed sleeve indicates the bachelor's
degree. The master's gown has an oblong sleeve cut in an arc, with
a slit at either the upper arm or wrist. The doctor's gown has bellshaped sleeves and may also have velvet facing and sleeve bars or
chevrons. The trimming may be black, or it may match the degree
color on the gown edging.

TilE CAP - The freed slave in ancient Rome won the privilege of
wearing a cap, and so the academic cap is a sign of the freedom
of scholarship and the responsibility and dignity with which
scholarship endows the wearer. Old poetry records the cap of
scholarship as a square symbolizing the book, although other
authorities claim that it is a mortar board - the symbol of the
masons, a privileged guild. The color of the tassel on the cap
denotes the discipline. The tassels on the caps (mortar boards)
worn by the faculty may be black or a color indicating the degree.
Those who hold a doctoral degree may wear a gold tassel. lt is
traditional for degree candidates to wear their tassels on the right
and for those holding degrees to wear them on the left. Graduates
transfer their tassels to the left after conferring of the degrees by
the President.

USF'S ALMA MATER Hail to thee, our Alma Mater
May thy name be to ld,
Where above thy gleaming splendor,
Waves the green and gold.
Thou our guide in quest fo r knowledge
Where we all are free
University of South Florida,
Alma Mater, Hail to thee!

TilE MEDAlliON- The medallions worn by candidates for the
bachelor's degree identify those graduating with honors. The black
hood of a bachelor's candidate indicates a student who has
completed graduation requirements for the University-wide Honors Program.
TilE SASH - The golden-colored sash is made available to
students who are members of university honors societies. The
sash is embroidered with the university seal and the stude nt's
honors society.

Be our guide in truth and wisdom
As we onward go,
May thy glory, fame and honor
Never cease to grow,
May our thoughts and prayers
be with thee through eternity,
University of South Florida,
Alma mater, Hail to thee!
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ST. PETERSBURG CAMPUS ORDER OF EXERCISES
Betty Castm; Presiding
PRELUDE CONCERT
Pomp and Circumstance
PROCESSIONAL

NATIONAL ANTHEM

GREETINGS

REMARKS

The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet
Elgar (please stancU
Janet Moore
Conunencement Marshal
Susan Holsonback
USF St. Petersburg Student
H. William Heller
Campus Executive Officer and Dean
Betty Castor
University President

RECOGNITION AND AWARDS
PINELLAS COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR
joey Miazga, Seminole Middle School

Dean Heller

FACULTY RECOGNITION
RobeJt Fowle1; Psychology
Diane McGuinness, Psychology

Dean Heller

STUDENT REFLECTIONS

OUTSTANDING SENIORS

Erin Dunn
Student Government President
Dean Heller

OUTSTANDING GRADUATE

Ronnie Beck
Pinellas County Alumni Chapter President

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS

Jacob Neusner
Distinguished Research Professor of Religous Studies
University of South Florida

CONFERRlNG OF GRADUATE DEGREES

President Castor

CONFERRlNG OF BACCALAUREATE DEGREES

President Castor

CLOSING REMARKS

fn

Dean Heller

ALMA MATER

Susan Holsonback

RECESSIONAL
Trumpet Tune

The Florida Orchestra Brass Quintet
Purcell

memo1y ofSamuel Y. Fustukjian, 194 5- J999, and Professor Regis A. Factm; 193 7-1999.
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Jacob Neusner
COMMENCEMENT SPEAKER
Distinguished Research Professor of Religious Studies
at the University of South Florida
Endowment for the TTumanilies Fellowship and many other
research awards. He also has held visiting professorships at the
University of Minnesota and the jewish Theological Seminary of
America.ln 1991, he was awarded the Buber Chair at the University
of Frankfurt, in 1993 visiting research professor at Abo Akademi in
finland, in 1994 Canterbwy Fellow at the University of Canterbury
in New Zealand and in 1995 Von Humboldt Research Professor at
the University of Gottingen. He was president of the American
Academy of Religion (1968-69) and a member of the founding
committee of the Association for jewish Studies (1967-70). He
single-handedly founded the European Association of jewish
Studies (1980-81). He was appointed by President j immy Ca1ter as
a Member of the National Council on the Humanities and, was
appointed by President Ronald Reagan as a Member of the
National Council on the Alts (1978-84 and 1984-90, respectively).
He is editor of South Flo1·ida Studies in the Histo1y ofjudaism,

Jacob Neusner has
published more than
800 books and is the
most-published humanities scholar in the
world. With nine honorary degrees and 14
academic medals, he
is among the most
honored as well.
He is a member of
the Institute for
Advanced
Study,
Princeton, N.J., and life member of Clare Hall, Cambridge University,
in England. He received his ll.A. from Harvard College in 1953, and
his Ph.D. from Columbia University, as well as the Master's of
Hebrew Letters from the Jewish Theological Seminary of America
in 1960. ln graduate studies, he was a Henry Fellow at Lincoln
College, Oxford University, 1953-54, and a Fulbright Scholar at the
Hebrew University, 1957-58.
Before coming to USF in 1990, he was founding chairman of
the Department of Hebrew Studies at the University of WisconsinMilwaukee (1961-62), held a post-doctoral fellowship at Brandeis
University (1962-64), and taught at Dartmouth College and at
Brown University (1964-89). He spent a research year at the
Institute for Advanced Study, P1inceton, N.J. (1989-90). He has held
two fellowships each from the American Council of Learned
Societies and the Guggenheim Foundation as well as a National

USF Te."<:ts and Studies, South Florida-Rochester-St. Louis Studies on
Religion and tbe Social Order and International Studies in Formalive Christianity andJudaism, all by Scholars Press, and is ed itor
of the Encyclopaedia qf.!udaism (Brill, 1999. I-III), T7Je Annual of
Rabbinicjudaism and the B1'ill Reference Librcuy ofjudaism, both
published by EJ Brill, Leiden, The Netherlands.
He was editor for Judaism of the Dictionmy of Religion
(Harper/AAR), the Encyclopaedia ofReligion (Britannica/ Merriam
Webster) and is now editor forjuda ism in the forthcoming revision
of the Encyclopaedia Britannica. He resides in St. Petersburg w ith
his wife, Suzanne, who is an artist. They have four children and two
grandchildren.

Joey Miazga
PINELLAS COUNTY TEACHER OF THE YEAR
"When I teach music, 1 encourage my students to broaden
their skills by reading and relating orally to the meanings of the
musical lyrics they sing. I impress upon my students the importance
of being accurate in the "math" of music theory. I stress the need
for developing computer technology skills in music composition.
1push my students to maintain the discipline of practice, performance
and self-control necessa1y in music expression. I urge my students
to employ the c1itical thinking and creative problem-solving skills
impo1tant in stage craft.
"I measure my success in life by the countless number of
students who return to thank me for helping them attain high
achievement in life tluough the love of music and through the high
expectation of their music class in long-ago middle school. "
She brings with her today the Music Makers, a 38-member
show choir of seventh- and eighth-grade students at Seminole
Middle School. The Music Makers perform throughout Pinellas
CoLmly and the state.

joey Miazga, the choral director
at Seminole Middle School, was
named the 1998 Pinellas County
Schools Teacher of the Year. Miazga
began working for Pinellas County
Schools in February 1980 as a
substitute teacher. In August 1981,
she was hired as the music teacher
at Seminole Middle School. She has
been an educator for 25 years and is director of the Flame Awards
a nd the musical entertainn1ent director for the Education
Foundation's Annual Gala. She received her bachelor's degree in
Education from Youngstown State University in Ohio.
Miazga believes that music teaches the expression of our
deepest feelings. Music is the backdrop on which life, death, joys,
sorrows, ha rmony and conflict are experienced. She says music is
the ultimate interdisciplinmy subject.
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